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Monday, March 10, 1997 
A News letter for the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Comm unit y 
Volume 21, Number 26 
Professor Kerr's Mural Depicts AuSable River 
Donald Kerr knew shortly after 
AuSable Hall opened that he wanted 
to fill the blank space in the build-
ing's atrium with art. Several yea rs 
later, the professor of Att and Design 
brought President Lubbers to the spot 
and suggested a mural would fit 
perfectly along the wall. 
A year later, during the summer of 
1993 while Kerr was teaching a group 
of Grand Valley students in France, 
President Lubbers stopped in and 
mentioned the mural again. "He asked 
me about the mural idea and suggest-
ed I draw up a proposal ," Kerr 
recalled . 
"I thought I could do it in a couple 
of years," Kerr sa id , "but it took 
longer. " After nearly three years of 
work that included research, sketches, 
rented warehouse space, mock-ups, 
and a miniature mural , the 96-foot-
long mural depicting Michigan's 
AuSable River was hung last June. 
The cool, calming colors of the 
mural bring a serenity to the high-
traffic area. "I wanted colors that 
would 'stay on the wall, ' so I used 
quieter tones, like those of Renaissance 
murals," Kerr sa id. 
Named for the sweeping branches 
that tangle fishermen's lines, "Sweepers" 
starts on the south end of the hall with 
early morning colors, turns toward the 
gloomier shades of midday and ends 
with sunset tones. 
Kerr's mural is just one of the many 
pieces of art displayed in AuSable Hall. 
On Wednesday, March 19, Grand Valley 
employees are invited to attend a 
reception celebrating the 23 artists of 
AuSable Hall and the ir work, from 4-6 
p.m. , in AuSable's atrium. Also dis-
played in the building are many pieces 
on loan to GVSU from the William 
Nicholson collection. 
Governor Appoints New Board Member 
William C. Brooks, vice president 
of corporate affa irs for General 
Motors Corporation, was appointed to 
Grand Valley's Board of Control on 
February 26. He was appointed by 
Governor John Engler to replace 
Judith Hooker, who resigned last 
month. Brooks's term will end 
December 31, 1998. 
Brooks, of Detroit, chairs the GM 
Foundation and is the chairman of 
the board and president 
of Motor Enterprises, a 
subsidiary of General 
Motors . He is also 
responsible for 
community 
affairs and 
diversity 
programs 
within the 
company. 
In February 
1996, Brooks 
began serving 
as a member 
of the Social 
Security 
Advisory Board, which advises President 
Clinton, Congress and the commissioner 
of the Social Security Administration. He 
served for more than a year during the 
Bush Administration as Assistant 
Secretary of Labor, heading the Employ-
ment Standards Administration. 
Brooks is a member of the Louisiana-
Pacific Board of Directors, the Greater 
Detroit Chamber of Commerce, New 
Detroit, Economic Club of Detroit, 
Detroit's Music Hall Center and the 
Detroit Economic Growth Corporation. 
He is a life member of the NAACP and 
the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communica tions 
eve1y Monday w hen classes are 
in sess ion and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221 Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World W ide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Facul ty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web 
Site. 
Across Campus 
Conference Room Named 
To Honor Insalaco 
In honor of his commitment to the 
Psychology Department and to Grand 
Valley, Professor Carl Insalaco was guest of 
honor at a reception given by President 
Lubbers on Wednesday, February 26, in 
AuSable Ha ll. Lubbers marked the occasion 
by naming a conference room as the 
Insa laco Room for the retired facu lty 
member. 
"Carl has been an excellent teacher and 
administrator," sa id Lubbers. "He is a model 
for department cha irs. He always kept 
academic standards high and managed the 
business of the department w ith efficiency 
and a human touch." 
Insa laco, who was Psychology Depart-
ment cha ir for 17 years, is tho ught of as the 
person who built the department, said 
President Lubbers, right, ta lks with Professor Insalaco 
during the reception. 
present department cha ir Robert Hendersen. 
"It was Ca rl 's vision that inspired the 
creation of the department's wing in 
AuSable Hall ," said Hendersen . "The 
department was moved by its respect and 
affection for him and asked that the room 
be named for him." 
Hendersen added that he was proud to 
be involved in the occasion celebrating 
Insalaco's 25-year tenure at Grand Valley. "I 
believe it refl ects well on the university, 
which routinely names faci li ties after 
gene rous donors ," he said. "Some people 
contribute the ir li ves instead of do llars, and 
that's the case with Carl. " 
A portrait of Professor Insalaco made by 
photographer David La Claire hangs in the 
room. One of the guests, Insa laco's daughter 
Sharon March , surprised her fa ther by 
traveling from Buffa lo, New York. 
Committee Plans to Review 
Downtown Campus Security 
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The Eberhard Cente r Facilities Office has 
set up a committee of facu lty and staff 
members to review security procedures at 
Grand Va lley's downtown campus. Concerns 
voiced by members of the downtown 
campus community will be addressed at the 
group's meetings. Effo rts will be directed at 
prioritizing issues and conside ring measures 
that can be taken to provide a more secure 
environment. 
Comments and suggestions rega rding 
security can be addressed to any of the 
committee members: Nola Nie lsen, assistant 
Eberhard Center manager, x6700; Al Wygant, 
d irector of Public Safety Services, x3255; Joe 
Fisher, professor of Educa tion, x6650; Doris 
Perry , professor of Social Work, x6550; 
Chuck Furman, assistant general manager of 
WGVU/ WGVK-TV, x6666; and Diane 
Dykstra , Academic Department coordinato r 
in the Seidman School of Business, x6677. 
Coming Events 
Next Lunchbreak Concert 
Features Dancers 
Aerial Dance, a company in residence at 
Hope College, will return to the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre stage on Thursday, 
March 13, at noon . The dancers perform 
works that are often humo rous and w himsi-
ca l as well as reflective and dramatic. 
The company, which features four to 
seven dancers, is the recipient of the 
Michigan Dance Association's Choreogra-
phe r's Award and has been a guest for the 
Mid-State Ba llet Festival. 
Activist to Give Keynote 
At Women's Festival 
Andrea Dworkin, internationally 
renowned radical feminist activist, will 
deliver the keynote address on Monday, 
March 17, during Grand Va lley's Women's 
Festiva l in conjunction with Women's 
History Month. Dworkin 's new book is titled 
Life and Death. A Collection of Essays on 
Violence and Battery Against Women. 
Dworkin will speak at 7 p.m. and sign 
copies of her book at 8 p.m. in the Grand 
River Room of the Kirkhof Center. 
continued on page 3 
Coming Events 
The three days of events begin on 
Saturday, March 15, with a Women's 
Film Festival, from noon to 9 p.m. , at 
the Eberhard Center. The event is 
sponsored by the GVSU Women's 
Studies program and the Urban Institute 
for Contempora1y Arts. 
The festival will also feature Grand 
Haven author Sue Si lverman, who will 
read from her award-winning book 
about childhood sexual abuse, Because 
I Remember Terror, Father, I Remember 
You. Silverman will speak from 12 to 
12:50 p.m. on Monday, March 17. 
GVSU students, staff and faculty 
members will be jo ined by community 
members in a series of panel presenta-
tions from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on March 
17 and 18. 
The confe rence concludes on 
Tuesday, March 18, with a banquet and 
awards ceremony at 6:30 p.m. (atten-
dance by invitation). The Barbara 
Jordan Award will be presented to a 
woman on GVSU's campus who has 
been a long-time advocate of women , 
women's issues, and the women's and 
gender studies program. 
Check next week's Forum calendar 
for more Women's Festiva l events . 
Patrick Duncan 
To Visit Alma Mater 
Screenwriter Patrick Duncan returns 
to campus March 17-19 to become the 
first GVSU grad uate to receive an 
honora1y doctorate. The Arts and 
Humanities Division will honor him 
during a convocation on Tuesday, 
March 18, at 10 a. m. (time has changed 
from previous notification) , in the Cook-
DeWitt Center. 
Duncan, a 1974 graduate , is a well-
known author and directo r. His most 
recent work includes the book and 
screenplay for Courage Under Fire, 
which starred Denzel Washington and 
Meg Ryan. He also wrote the screenplay 
for Mr. Holland 's Opus, which starred 
Richard Dreyfuss and featured well-
known references and people in west 
Michigan. 
Besides speaking at the convocation 
on Tuesday, Duncan will be involved in 
the following activities: 
• Monday, March 17, 3-5 p.m. in PAD, 
room 108 - commenta1y about the 
screening of 84 Charlie Mopic , a work 
about the Vietnam War that he wrote 
and directed. 
• Monday, Ma rch 17, 7-9 p.m. in PAD, 
room 261 - presentation on "How to 
Write a Screenplay. " 
• Wednesday, March 19, 10 a.m.-12 
noon in KC, Muskegon River Room -
discussion on "Transformation from 
Script to Film: Mr. Herrick 's Opus 
Becomes Mr. Holland 's Opus." 
All sessions, including the convoca-
tion, are open to faculty, staff, students, 
and the general public. For more 
in formation, call Alumni Relations, 
x3595. 
Comedian Stops at GVSU 
On "Bring the Pain" Tour 
Chris Rock will "bring the pain" to 
Grand Valley State University. The 
youthful 
and 
popular 
comedi-
an will 
entertain 
an 
audience 
in 
GVSU's 
Fie ld-
house 
Arena in 
Allendale 
on 
Saturday, 
March 15. 
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While Rock likes stand-up best, he 
has brought his degree of comedy to 
many other projects. His feature film 
debut found him appearing with 
childhood hero Eddie Murphy in 
"Beverly Hills Cop II. " Rock is well 
known for his stint as a cast member of 
"Saturday Night Live," beginning in 
1989. 
Tickets are $11 , $8 for GVSU stu-
dents, and are ava ilable at all Tickets 
PLUS outlets, o r by ca lling 616/ 222-4000 
GVSU Singers Add Voices To Community 
The Grand Valley State University Singers, conducted by Ellen Pool, assistant 
professor of Music, will perform with three area musical groups this week. The 
auditioned ensemble of 60 singers will participate in three performances of 
Beethoven's Symphony No. 9, on March 14, 15 and 16, with the West Shore 
Symphony Orchestra, the Muskegon Chamber Choir and the Holland Chorale. 
The March 14 and 15 
performances are at the 
Frauenthal Center in 
Muskegon; the March 16 
concert is at Dimnent 
Chapel at Hope College 
in Holland. All perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. For 
tickets, call 616/ 726-
3231, for the perfor-
mances at the Frauenthal 
Center and 616/786-
3172, for the Hope Col-
lege performance. 
Calendar of Events 
Cultural Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a. m.-7 p.m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
Thurs., Feb. 20-Mon. Mar. 31 
Gallery Hours: GVSU Alumni Print Exhibition. Calder 
Gallery, CFAC. 
Thurs. , Mar. 13 
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series. Aerial Dance Company. LAT, 
CFAC. 
Fri. , Mar. 14-Sat. , Mar. 15 
8 p.m.: GVSU Singers. Frauenthal Center, Muskegon. 
Sat. , Mar. 15 
4 p.m.: Department of Music Junior Recital. Tim Church , 
percussion. CDC. 
7 p.m.: Chris Rock "Bring the Pain" Tour. FH. 
Sun., Mar. 16 
8 p.m.: GVSU Singers. Dimnent Chapel, Hope College, 
Holland. 
General Events 
Mon., Mar. 10 
11 a .m. & 1 p .m.: Human Resources Workshop. "Emotional 
Transition ." Cabins A-C, KC. Call x2220. 
n1es., Mar. 11 
10 a.m.-12 noon: Student Employee Training Session. Grand 
River Room, KC. Call x2215. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Nancy Shontz, associate professor of Biology, has written 
a new, 171-page student study guide to accompany the 
fourth edition of Human Heredity by Michael Cummings. 
Published by West/ Wadsworth, the text and guide are 
currently being advertised in publisher's brochures, and will 
be available for the coming semester. 
Ram N. Singh, professor of Social Work, presented a 
paper, titled "Transcendent Humanist Self: A Developmental 
Perspective to Multi-Cultural Education, " at the Far West 
Popular and American Culture Conference held in Las 
Vegas. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of Social Work, conduct-
ed workshops, titled "Helping Children Through Play 
Therapy" and "Kinship Adoption: Preparing the Family 
Network," at the Michigan Foster and Adoptive Parent State 
Conference in Lansing. In addition, McFadden was appoint-
ed as chair of the Kent County work group on Kinship 
Care, Kent County Family and Children's Coordinating 
Council. 
Shirley Perkins, program coordinator in the School of 
Education, was elected secretary of the Ryerson Library 
Foundation. 
Wed., Mar. 12 
8 a.m.-12 noon: OEE International Seminar Series. "Export 
Trade Finance." EC. Call x6770. 
5:30-8:30 p.m.: "GVSU Alumni Strategies for the '90s" 
seminar. Cost $5 . EC. Call x3590. 
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2 p.m.: Human Resources Workshop. "Emotional Transition." 
202 EC. Call x2220. 
4-5:30 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. 
"Support Group for Parents of Gay/ Lesbian/ Bisexual 
Students." 204 STU. Call x3266. 
Fri. , Mar. 14 
12 noon: Latin American Studies Forum. "The Role of Non-
governmental Organizations in Ecuador. " 210 LSH. 
Sat., Mar. 15 
12 noon-9 p.m.: Women's Film Festival. EC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
n1es. , Mar. 11 
TBA: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving at NCAA II 
Diving Qualification Meet. Location TBA. 
Wed., Mar. 12-Sat., Mar. 15 
TBA: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving at NCAA II 
National Championships. Location TBA. 
Sat. , Mar. 15-Sun., Mar. 16 
1 p.m.: Women's Softball at St. Francis Tournament. Ft. 
Wayne, IN. 
Harry Singh, chair and professor of Economics, spoke at 
an Economic Club luncheon in Grand Rapids about projec-
tions for west Michigan sales growth. 
Margarita Krakusin, assistant professor of Spanish, is the 
author of the article , "La musica en la literatura 
hispanoamericana ," w hich appeared in the fall issue of 
Confluencia from the University of Colorado. 
Jerry L.Johnson, visiting professor of Social Work, 
recently returned from a one-month teaching and research 
assignment at the University of Tirana, in Tirana, Albania. 
Johnson taught a variety of courses and worked with facu lty 
and local funding sources on research project development 
and grantsmanship. He was also witness to the recent civil 
unrest in Albania . 
Laura Gardner Salazar, professor of Communications, 
presented two workshops at the University of the West 
Indies in St. Augustine, Trinidad, titled "Overcoming Self 
Consciousness in Leading Drama in Role," and "Perfor-
mance Art in the Classroom." Salazar also participated in the 
launch of the University's International Institute for Studies 
in Carnival Arts. 
